
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

January 23, 1997

Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

1401 HStreet, NW.
Suite 1020
Washington, DC. 20005
Office 202/326.-381:lJ

Celia Nogales
Director - Federal Relations

RECEIVED
JAN 2 3 1997j

FocI. Communicalionl Com.....
0tfiGe of SICI8IIIy

Re:

Dear Mr. Caton:

Ex Parte Statement
CC Docket 97-1

The attached letters addressed to Chairman Reed Hundt from members of the
Michigan House of Representatives and Michigan Senate should be incorporated
in the record of the above referenced docket.

Sincerely,

Gj ''"- /?J "-;}"ok~_
Attachments
cc: M. Waksman
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The Honorable R=l HaDdt, ChairmaD
FcdIal ComDJ1JQicatioll Commission
1919 M. Street N.W•

.~~ :D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. JluDdt:

( am in suppcI't ofAmerirech's periricm. to eDfa' me 10lIl c1istancz market. Ax:neriteeh bas a loug
history ofbciDI ill me folefloQt in ltDowiDg whatC:O~are Jookiue for.

In~ iDsta.ncc of tBb:omnmnic:auODS, Amcricech knows that CODS1Jmers are interested in choice.
expand.cd scnic:es, aDd better CUStOIDa' service. Tbey wish to provide true compelitiDn iIl1oca1
and loDg cliDnc= Iel'Vica in Mic:bipn. By aiDa the lUearch I'tR'S1al)' to .meet all of The lepl.
regWatary, aDd reebnfcal requircmeDts, Amerir=h bas shown that it is serious about progressive
telecommunica.riaDs.

~ compctidoD in bod1 me loa! and loDi distance markets should re&wtin improvcc1
beDetits to CILUODIa'S.

If I can Po of funber assisWlCC, please feel free to comaCt my office.

SiDcerc!y,

Raymond. M. Murphy
Slate ltepr..",ativenm. District
Speaker Pn>-Tempore

CC:~.Do&UdJ.R~

U.S. DeparuDcDt of Justice



IIdH Dl5T1UCT

KIRK A. PROFIT
THE ST4n CA"TOI.

lANSING. MICHIGAN .'3
PNO"€: '51'1 J7J ,n,

January 15. 1997

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
LANSING..~IGAN
~
~~

COMMITTEES~

TAX ~IC:V. \lICE CIt"'''
CO-e:IlCE

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing in support of Ameriteeh's petition for permission to enter into me lODI distance market.
My experience with Ameriteeh has been very positive and I believe that their entrance into the long
distance market will provide a much-needed choice for consumers. It also will allow for the
opportunity of expanded service and better customer service and competition.

Michigan has been a forerunner in the telecommunications market and I firmly believe that the
competition provided by Amcriteeh will ensure that Michigan continues to have a state-of-the-art
communications infrastrucmre. Without such, Michigan cannot hope to retain or attract new
businesses, thereby meeting consumer needs.

Again. I offer my STr0Di support ofAmeriteeh's petition to the Federal Communications Commission.
Please let me know if I can provide additional information regarding such.

Sincerely,

~f::oFIT
State RepresenTative
54th District

KAPlla

cc: Donald J. Russell
Telecommunications Task Force, Anti·Trust Division
U.S. Department of Justice
5SS 4th Street N.W., Room 8205
Washington, D.C. 20001

.:\~';."": "



THOMAS MIDDLETON
46TH DISTRICT

STATE CAPITOL

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48913

(517) 373-1798

DISTRICT OFFICE:

(8101 628-4511

January 15, 1997

it
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

LANSIN~GAN
;;·~~:>t'~?i ..·....·~

MEMBER OF

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITIEE

SUBCOMMITTEES:
AGRICULTURE, CHAIR
NATURAL RESOURCES, VICE CHAIR
COMMUNITY COLLEGES
PUBLIC HEALTH
TRANSPORTATION

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

It is my understanding that on January 2, 1997, Ameritech filed for approval under Section 271
of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 to offer in-region long distance service in Michigan. This
letter is written to advise you that I am fully in support of FCC approval of this request.

The Michigan Telecommunications Act legislation was passed here in Michigan on the assumption
that the local service providers would be able to expand into the long distance market and the long distance
companies could also provide local service. The ultinul;,te goal, of course, is to provide more competition.
Consumers today defInitely want more choice and by creating more competition among the
telecommunication providers, additional options and better customer service will result. This request by
Ameritech is a very important step in the process of accomplishing this goal.

Again, I emphasize my strong support for Ameritech's request and I trust that the Commission will
give it favorable consideration.

Sincerely,

r
{CJ?'l'1

TOM MIDDLETON
State Representative
46th District

TM/af

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell, The U.S. Dept. OfJustice

11\ ~ecycled



(5TH DISTRICT

PENNY M. CRISSMAN
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

THE STATE CAPITOL

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48913

PHONE: 15171 373-1773

DISTRICT PHONE: 1-800-53-PENNY

January 15, 1997

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
LANSING, MICHIGAN

COMMITTEES:

EDUCATION. VICE CHAIR

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

HEALTH POLICY

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

This letter serves to fully support Ameritech's application to enter into the long distance market.
Ameritech has a responsibility to the communities they serve and I feel they have done an excellent job
to fulfill this commitment. They serve as a successful telecommunication provider to many citizens in
Michigan.

As you know, the Michigan Telecommunications Act has facilitated competition in the telecommunications
industry in this state. The great state of Michigan has been extremely pro-active with regard to its
commitment to creating a strong telecommunications infrastructure for our citizens. Michigan has seen
increased competition in the long distance market and initial competition in the local service market.
Competition will mean more choices in carriers and services, lowering overall phone bills, better quality,
more efficient customer service, and better technology that will be available to more people. For these
reasons, I believe by allowing Ameritech to enter into the long distance services in Michigan, this service
provider will continue to be both beneficial and productive for its residents and businesses. Nevertheless,
it will attract economic development.

I hope you can recognize the positive role Ameritech can play in the telecommunications industry. I am
completely supportive of this applicant and I hope you will grant their request for approval.

Sincerely,

~~
PENNY M. SSMAN
State Represe ta .ve
House 45th Dl ict

PMC/mec

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell (Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division)

~ Recycled



54TH DISTRICT

KIRK A. PROFIT
THE STATE CAPITOL

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48913

PHONE: (5171 373-1771

January 15, 1997

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

lANSIN%mGAN

"""''''''" "'\

COMMIITEES:

TAX POLICY, VICE CHAIR

COMMERCE

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing in support of Ameritech's petition for permission to enter into the long distance market.
My experience with Ameritech has been very positive and I believe that their entrance into the long
distance market will provide a much-needed choice for consumers. It also will allow for the
opportunity of expanded service and better customer service and competition.

Michigan has been a forerunner in the telecommynications market and I firmly believe that the
competition provided by Ameritech will ensure that Michigan continues to have a state-of-the-art
communications infrastructure. Without such, Michigan cannot hope to retain or attract new
businesses, thereby meeting consumer needs.

Again, I offer my strong support of Ameritech's petition to the Federal Communications Commission.
Please let me know if I can provide additional information regarding such.

Sincerely,

KI/LOFIT
State Representative
54th District

KAP/la

cc: Donald 1. Russell
Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division
U.S. Department of Justice
555 4th Street N.W., Room 8205
Washington, D.C. 20001
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1be HoaDnble Reed HWIdt. Qalnnan
FedAraI Commw».cacioDl Commiuloa
19t9 MStreit. N.W.
WUhIapm. D.C. 2OS44

Dear CbairmaD RUDelt

I am writiq lD sopporl of cbc 771 AppUcatlcm IUbmiuc:d by AmctiteeJl aDd Its 1011I
distanee lubsicliary. A.CI. to allow the companies to provide in-region JODI diawlce service to
cuscomen ill tha Srar.e of MaipA.

'Ibe Amerimch/ACI plaD wouIdlUllel,h Idded benet1ca and eahaaoocl CUItDIza lClYice 10
COQlUmcn wbile at the ume time opeaiDa hi lM:tWork CD iDcreued competldoD in che Ions
disCanCe markclp~ It Is my uadastaDding tha& AmeritlCb has rna aU of &hc requiremeat.s CD
open im netWork to c:ompedt1oll in Michican u requlred by both the federal aocl me MidUpD
Te1ecomll1WJir.atioDs Aca.

(DCreucd competition spelll bcUcr service for customers. I wboIcheaRcdJy support
aJlowiq Amcritech to provide IoD& clisllDCe IelYlce. aDd crust that every CODIideration wiD be
afforded Amvitech for CODSidDtion IDd IpPrcM1 of their 271 ApplicatioD.

TbaDk JO'l very mucb far your thoughcful considcmticm.

SiJr.cldy,

IL be-vtfMt.eC),.. .
~ PRICE. JR. , ,
Stale~
HPJ/kra

cc: Mr. DOaald I. RUIIICll, U.S• .Departmcm of Jusrice

;
'I
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STATE CAPITOL
LANSING, MI 48913
PH: (517) 373·1774
FX: (517) 373-5711

E-MAIL:
cperric@house.state.mi.us

DISTRICT
PH: (616) 344-6437
FX: (616) 344-6437

January 16, 1997

CHARLES R. PERRICONE
4ttic~iBnn ~tnte ~epresentnti&e

61st ~istrid

ASSISTANT MAJORITY WHIP

COMMIITEES:

TAX POLICY, CHAIR

COMMERCE

HUMAN RESOURCES AND LABOR

HIGHER EDUCATION

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington D.C., 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

During the last legislative session, the Michigan legislature passed a new Telecommunications law
which encourages competition in the local and long distance telephone markets. The legislature
and Governor feel increased competition is a desirable goal and will result in a state-of-the-art
communications infrastructure for our state.

As you know, Ameritech recently filed a petition \vith the FCC for permission to enter the long
distance market. This is a necessary first step in encouraging and ensuring competition in
Michigan.

It is my hope that you will expeditiously act on the pending application so that Michigan can begin
working towards our goal of a highly competitive, consumer-friendly telecommunications state.

Sincerely,

~
Charles R. Perricone
State Representative
61st District

cc: Mr. Donald Russell
Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division
U.S. Department of Justice



DISTRICT THIRN·NINE

BARBARA J. DOBB
STATE CAPITOL

P.O. BOX 300U

LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909·7514

(517) 373·1799

1-800·335·008B

jl

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
LANSING, ._~... 'liGAN
~.~~, ~

January 16, 1997

COMMITIees:
PUBLIC UTILITIES. CHAIR

TAX POLICV

JOINT LEGISLATIVE RETIREMENT

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing as the former chairperson of the Michigan House of Representatives Public Utilities Committee
in order to urge your approval of Ameritech's application to provide long distance service pursuant to the
terms of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.

As former chair of the House Public Utilities Committee, I was instrumental in assuring that the Michigan
Telecommunications Act of 1995 provided the necessary means to bring real competition to millions of
telephone customers in Michigan. As you know, increas~ competition brings lower prices, more efficient
service and increased technology.

On the local level, Ameritech has negotiated and received the Michigan Public Service Commission's·(MPSC)
approval for interconnection agreements with AT&T, MFS, Brooks Fiber, and TCG. Ameritech asserts in
its filing that it has otherwise met the 14-point checklist needed to qualify for long distance service. Ameritech
has certainly demonstrated that it intends to foster competition in order to build a strong economy for
Michigan.

Ameritech has proven itself to be an innovative and progressive communications company. As the fIrst
company to fIle an application with the Federal Communications Commission, it is clear that it is at the
forefront of providing Michigan customers increased choice. I truly believe that it would serve Michigan
residents well if you would quickly and favorably grant Ameritech' s application.

Sincerely,

~f2~
BJDllc

c: Mr. Donald J. Russell
Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division



95TH DISTRICT

STATE CAPITOL

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48913

PHONE: (517) 373·0152
(800) 952-9559

FAX: (517) 373·7316

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE OF MICHIGAN

MICHAEL J. HANLEY

January 16, 1997

MINORITY VICE CHAIR
URBAN POLICY

COMMITIEE MEMBER
HUMAN SERVICES

MINORITY WHIP

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

It has come to my attention that Ameritech has recently filed a petition with the FCC for
permission to enter into the long distance market.

The purpose of this letter is to support their petition and request that it be given thorough
consideration. Approval of their request will enS-ure true competition in local and long distance
services in Michigan. This competition will do much to ensure that consumers have access to
state-of-the-art communications systems. Furthermore, it will offer consumers greater choice.

Therefore, it is my hope that the FCC will act favorably upon Ameritech's request to be
permitted to enter into the long distance service market.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

i1;L~
MlCHAELJ.~?
State Representative
95th District

MJH:jah
cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell

~6



JON CISKY
33RD DISTRICT

STATE CAPITOL

LANSING. MICHIGAN 48913

1517) 373-1760 LANSING

1517) 793-5959 SAGINAW

1517) 373-0543 TOO

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

THE SENATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN

january 17, 1997

COMMITTEES:
APPROPRIAT1ONS. MEMBER

CHAIRMAN. CORRECTIONS
CHAIRMAN. STATE POLICE AND

MILITARY AFFAIRS

VICE CHAIRMAN. HIGHER EDUCATION

MEMBER, RETIREMENT

JUDICIARY. MEMBER

--

As both a legislator and a citizen, I strongly support Ameritech's ambitious effort to expand into long distance
service.

It is my contention Ameritech has worked diligently, and succeeded, in ensuring a competitive market for local
phone service in Michigan. In addition to Ameritech and the other 35 traditional companies in Michigan, there
are at least 14 companies licensed by the Michigan Public ~ervice Commission to compete in the market. For
example, MCI recently started a statewide campaign strictly seeking business customers for local service.

Michigan's economy has been growing over the last several years, including my district. I feel it is important to
continue our economic renaissance by emphasizing competition in a free market community. Ameritech is
playing a key role. Customers want choice and with the ability of nearly 50 companies to operate in the local
market and more to become licensed, Michigan residents have achieved it.

In closing, I want to reiterate my ardent support for Ameritech Michigan's application to the Federal
Communication Commission to serve Michigan's citizens in the long distance market.

Thank you for your attention and feel free to contact me if necessary.

Respectfully,

~~~ator
33rd District

jC/dhr

cc: Mr. Donald Russell, Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division, US Dep't. Of justice,
Rm. 8205, 555 4th Street, NW, Washington, DC 2000 I
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ROCSE OF KEPUSINTATlVE8

·"tANSING. MICHIGAN

.January 21,1997

The Honorable Rcc4 Hundt, CbairmaD
Federal Commwicadou Commjuicm

1919 M Street.N.W.
Wasbin&ton D.C. 20544

DcIr ChAirman HUDdt:

As you bow, on JIIlWll')' 2. 1m, Amerlteeb ftled a pecitiOD under Section 271 ofthe
Federal TclccolD1l1\lDicatioDS Act of199610 provide iA-a:eatoa 10Dl distanee service in MichiaaD.
I wri~ this letter in suppon ofthe.Amaitcx'.h filiD&. .

I believe that Ameritechhalmcc aU ofthe lcpl, rcauJarozy, aDd technical requimments to
open its netWOrk to oompetitioD taiMiChigan u n:quindby both the PcdcraJ IDd Micbi&aD
Telecommunications AdS. This will provide true COIDPItitioD 1ft IocaI and long distaDce services
in Mic:hipn. As a result. !be CUI10mef will be able to chooJC the gnicr that provides the best
services and COJ1SUID£t suppon. Fw1beDnoR, Amcriteeh baa aslJlliflcantpresence in
MiChiSID.'slabor market with over 30.000 cun'eQt ud retired employees.

In closins. approval ofthe petition win tDSWlIbat Michigan will continue to have a
stalc-of--1he--an communications iDfrastrudurc • III asset to amoJl& economy. As we move into
the 21st Ccntmy, we: uccd coqxmd1cms tba1 will euuzc1bc continual growth of MichipD's
economy. Ameriteeh is such acompany. Ifyou have any queations. please do not hesitate to c:a1l
me at (517) 373-1'712.

Sincerely,

~_Q-.lC~
Samuel Thomas, m
State Representative

SBT:dIl

~

~
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P.O. BOX 30014

LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909-7514

OFFICE: (517) 373-0587

FAX: 15171 373-1841

E-MAIL: DGustaf@house.•tate.mi.us

January 21, 1997

DAN GUSTAFSON
MICHIGAN STATE REPRESENTATIVE

67TH DISTRICT

ASSISTANT MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER

COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITIEES:
CHAIRMAN. CONSUMER AND

INDUSTRY SERVICES
FAMILY INDEPENDENCE AGENCY
HIGHER EOUCATION
AGRICULTURE
STATE POLICE/MILITARY AFFAIRS

CAPITOL COMMITIEE

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

As a state representative I support Ameritech's filing, under Section 271 of the Federal
Telecommunications Act of 1996 to provide in-region long-distance service.

Over the past several years I have been active in helping to develop telecommunications policy in
Michigan and supported the Michigan Telecommunications Act. This legislation promotes open and fair
competition. As a result of this landmark legislation, the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC)
has granted several licenses to a variety of companies and approved interconnection agreements so that
they can offer competitive local telephone service.

By approving Ameritech's application you will enhance the ability of Michigan's citizens to enjoy the
benefits of a competitive telecommunications market. I urge your thoughtful consideration of
Ameritech's request.

Sincerely,

Dan Gustafson
State Representative
Ingham and Livingston Counties

~ Recycled



102ND DISTRICT

JOHN GERNAAT
OLDS PlAZA. ROOM 813

P.O. BOX 30014

LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909-7514

(517) 373-1747

~oust of ~tprtstntatibts

~tttte of ~ic4igttn

January 21, 1997

COMMITIEES:

COMMERCE. VICE CHAIR

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

TAX POLICY

TRANSPORTATION

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

It is my understanding that Ameritech has petitioned the Federal Communications Commission for
permission to enter into the long distance market.

As an elected official from Northern Michigan, I wish to add my support for such an entry. I believe
that this action will provide my constituents with true competition resulting in better service, lower
rates, and more freedom to choose their log distan~e provider.

The continued use of state-of-the-art infrastructure insures that our economy continues to grow,
meeting consumer needs, retaining business, and attracting new job-providers.

I trust that you will give close and honest consideration upon Ameritech's request to enter this
expanding market.

SPfL
JOHN GERNAAT
Michigan House ofRepresentatives
102nd District

cc: Mr. Donald Russell


